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EILDON PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
School Address:  45 High Street 

Eildon  VIC  3713 
 

Contact Details:  Ph:   03 5774 2074 
    Fax:  03 5774 2599 
    E-mail:     eildon.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
    Website:  www.eildonps.vic.edu.au  
 
Principal:   Jai Harrington 
 
Teachers:   Hayley Crowle 
    Andrea Hall 
    Rebecca Mangelsdorf 
    Rebecca Lyttle 
 
Integration Aides:  Kylie Ryan  
     
 
Business Manager:    
Office Hours:   8:30am to 4:30pm Monday to Wednesday  
  
Chaplain:   Peter Geldart 
 
Crossing Guard:  Kylie Ryan 
 
School Council President: Phil Campbell  
 
 
 
TERM DATES FOR 2022         
 

Term 1     31st January ï 8th April (Office open Friday 28th January)  

Term 2     26th April ï 24th June  

Term 3     11th July ï 16th  September  

Term 4      3rd October ï 20th December  

 
 
  

¶ Primary Schools observe all Public Holidays 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:eildon.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.eildonps.vic.edu.au/
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WELCOME TO EILDON PRIMARY SCHOOL 

A SCHOOL OF THE FUTURE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A school is a community in itself.  The children, teachers, parents and the wider 

community all work together to provide the best programs, facilities and opportunities 

for our students. 

Our school is about preparing students for their future lives as productive citizens of 

our nation.  Our programs are a response to childrenôs - 

¶ Intellectual needs:   English, Mathematics, Science, Technology; 

¶ Cultural needs:  Art/Craft, Music, LOTE; 

¶ Physical needs:  Physical Education, Sports; 

¶ Social needs:  Humanities, Health; 

¶ Emotional needs:  Wellbeing. 

 

 
 

Parent participation is a key factor in childrenôs learning and we recognise and 

encourage all parents to be involved in the school as much as possible. 

I hope you enjoy your involvement with Eildon Primary School.  The staff and I look 

forward to working with you. 

 

Jai Harrington 

Principal 
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STAFF 

 

 

Principal:    Jai Harrington   Seniors 

        The Arts  

         

 

Teachers:   Andrea Hall   Juniors 

          

 

 

    Rebecca Mangelsdorf  Middles 

        Visual Arts 

 

 

 

    Hayley Crowle  Seniors 

         

 

 

 

    Rebecca Lyttle  Indonesian 

    

 

Integration Aides:  Kylie Ryan                      

 

 

 

 

Business Manager:     Monday /Tuesday / Wednesday 

     8:30am ï 4:30pm 

 

 
 

 

 

Chaplain:  Peter Geldart  Wednesday 
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SCHOOL PROFILE 

 

At Eildon Primary School we believe that all students experience success through 

access to quality programs.  By providing a caring, safe and positive environment, 

every student has the opportunity to reach their potential and make a worthwhile 

contribution to their community. 

 

Eildon Primary School adheres to its six values of Respect, Integrity, Cooperation, 

Resilience, Achievement and Altruism 

 

It is located within the Eildon Township, 140 kilometres northeast of Melbourne.  Our 

position offers the following advantages: 

§ Large grounds of 7 hectares, full size indoor sporting stadium, natural bushland, 

soccer field, large oval, large grass areas, large asphalt areas, BMX track, 

adventure playground, vegetable garden, chicken coop, outdoor learning areas, 

passive recreation areas and arboreal wonderland. 

§ Access to outdoor education ï lake, snow fields, river, swimming pool, natural 

bushland and National Parks. 

 

Our school has been extensively renovated and now comprises one regulation size 

classroom, two double classrooms, a library, art room and an administration block, all 

with air conditioning.  A multi-purpose building set up with HD TV, kitchen and 

meeting area, was constructed under the Building Education Revolution Stimulus 

Package funded by the Federal Government, completed in 2011. 

 

At present the school provides a comprehensive curriculum in:  English, Mathematics, 

Health and Physical Education, Science, Technology, Humanities, Languages Other 

Than English (LOTE) ï Indonesian and The Arts. 

 

To actively support these curriculum areas, the following enrichment programs are 

provided:  Life Education, Swimming, Camps and Excursions, Interschool Sport, 

Cross Country Skiing, Cultural Visits and Parent Education Programs. 

 
 

In the classroom there is a 1:1 ratio of school owned devices including PCôs, 

Netbooks and iPads that are linked to the Internet.  All  classrooms have been greatly 

enhanced by the use of Interactive Whiteboards and new student desks. 
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Individual programs are in place for students at risk.  Additional assistance is 

provided through the Program for Students with Disabilities.   

 

NB: Parents and community members play an important part in supporting student 

learning in the classroom. 
 

Great emphasis is placed on caring for our students, staff and parents by: 

§ Providing an environment that is safe and secure. 

§ Equal opportunity for all members of the school community. 

§ A cooperative environment where students can share the responsibility for their 

own learning, behaviour and health. 

§ Providing an extensive transition program for Foundation and Grade 6 students. 

§ Developing life skills such as responsibility, communication, independence and 

empathy. 

§ Extending students to reach their individual potential by encouraging, 

recognising and rewarding achievement and effort. 

§ Providing ongoing professional development opportunities for staff. 

§ Providing communication to the wider school community to encourage 

involvement and support. 

 

Community Links  
 

Eildon Primary School prides itself on being a vital, active member of the Eildon 

Community.  This is due to the strong links built up between the school and its wider 

community over a number of years.  Community members are valued and are active 

in our Literacy programs, Working Bees and Camps and Excursions program. 
 

The local community groups support the school in a number of ways including raising 

funds, conducting social events, providing scholarships and assisting with projects 

around the school.  Close links with Darlingford Upper Goulburn Nursing Home exist 

where children visit the residents for activity sessions.  

 

Eildon Primary School is a member of the Cathedral Cluster of schools.  Our students 

are given the opportunity to mix with students from Alexandra, Buxton, Marysville 

and Yea and participate in Swimming, Athletics and Cross Country running, together. 

 

We are fortunate to have Eildon & District Kindergarten and Eildon Playgroup 

located on the school site, making drop off and pick up very convenient for our busy 

families. The Kindergarten joins the Foundation classes for cultural activities 

throughout the year.  This supports the transition process from Kindergarten to 

School. 
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CURRICULUM PROGRAMS 

 

At Eildon Primary School we place Literacy at the centre of our teaching and learning.   

Our Community Reading Program sees parents and friends listening to our students read 

every morning during Term 1. Studentsô reading abilities are benchmarked regularly using 

running records.  We have a fantastic stock of levelled readers that students work their way 

through.  Our CARS and STARS program provides a framework and learning activities that 

enable our students to develop strategies that refine their ability to understand what they read. 

We use the BigWrite/VCOP approach to teaching writing which supports students to develop 

their Vocabularies, use of Connectives and Openers and understanding of Punctuation 

features.  Once a fortnight, students sit a BigWrite session where they produce a piece of 

writing in a set amount of time.  Students are trained to edit their writing and incorporate 

VCOP into their pieces. 

Our staff believes that spelling is at the heart of literacy. At Eildon Primary School, we use 

SMART Spelling and our students are given ten new spelling words every week.  Their words 

are taken from the SMART spelling scope and sequence and are at each studentôs point of 

need.  Students complete spelling activities using their words through the week and are tested 

on Fridays.  This new initiative has seen a dramatic improvement in our spelling scores. 

All of our students are provided with their own levelled English Skills Workbook, supplied by 

the school.  This develops their understanding of grammar and punctuation.  Each day, they 

complete a page of exercises as a warm-up to the main literacy focus lesson.  

Handwriting and typing skills are an integral part of our writing program and students 

participate in weekly activities in these areas.  Students are also given the opportunity to 

experiment with writing in a range of genres including narratives, expositions, procedurals, 

recounts, reports and poetry. 

In Mathematics, Eildon Primary School believes that students develop numeracy skills in a 

variety of different ways.  All of our students are provided with their own levelled Maths 

Mentals Text Book, supplied by the school.  Each day they complete one page which covers 

all aspects of the mathematics curriculum.  Following this warm up activity, teachers deliver a 

differentiated focus lesson on a particular area of the curriculum that has been scheduled into 

term curriculum planners.  Students then complete an activity to consolidate their 

understanding of the topic that includes: investigations, problem-solving exercises, open-

ended maths activities, use of concrete materials and/or ICT software programs (e.g. 

Mathletics). 

At Eildon Primary School, we are well-known for our excellence in The Arts.  We provide 

regular opportunities for performing from an early age and our students are well-accustomed 

to getting up in front of a crowd and giving it their very best.  We have a number of concerts 

throughout the year and hold regular Cultural Assemblies where students perform songs, 

skits, instrumentals, recitals and reports for the school community. Once a week, 2 Dream 

Music, provides small group lessons in singing, drumming and guitar. 

Each class participates in an Indonesian lesson each week.  The lessons are delivered using a 

multi-sensory approach including music, dance, song, art/craft, iPad apps, traditional 

storytelling and pencil and paper activities. 

Our Health and Physical Exercise Program is fantastically resourced.  We have a huge Sports 

Shed that is well organised and stocked with a wide range of modern sports equipment 

through the Sporting Schools program.  We also have a large oval with cricket pitch and AFL 

goal posts.  In addition the school has a huge indoor basketball stadium where we hold many 

PE sessions and Whole School Sport Sessions. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION A - Z 

ATTENDANCE / ABSENCES 

 

Children are expected to attend school every day except in the case of illness.  Parents 

are expected to ring the school when their child is absent or send an absent 

notification through School Stream app.  The Education Department requires parents 

to supply a timely explanation for the absence of any child.  Parents will be contacted 

by phone if their child does not arrive by 9:30am and no notice has been given. 

 

ARRIVAL AND LEAVING OF SCHOOL GROUNDS 

 

Children need to arrive at school no earlier than 8:30am each school day.  From 

arrival at school until departure for home, children may not leave the school grounds.  

If your child arrives late or needs to be collected early, please sign the Arrival / 

Departure Book in the General Office.  Please use the Eildon Community Centre Car 

Park for all school business.  Remind your child to use the School Crossing and enter / 

leave via the Centre Avenue gates. 

 

ASSEMBLIES 

 

Weekly Assemblies are held each Monday morning.  Cultural Assemblies are held at 

the end of each term, in the Multi -Purpose Hall starting at 12:30pm.  Parents are 

encouraged and welcome to attend any of these gatherings.  Cultural Assemblies 

usually include a few items from each grade and provide children with an opportunity 

to showcase their learning in front of an audience.   

 

ASTHMA AND OTHER SPECIAL NEEDS 

 

Please notify the school if your child has any medical condition e.g. asthma, epilepsy, 

allergic reactions, etc. that requires special care and would necessitate special 

consideration in school activities such as sport, swimming and excursions.  A School 

Asthma Action Plan is to be completed by a GP and a School Camp Action Plan is to 

be completed for attendance at school camp. 

The school keeps a register of asthmatics and their medications.   

 

BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT 

 

The wellbeing of children is paramount at Eildon Primary School.  The school has 

developed and maintained an atmosphere where all children feel safe and secure.  The 

school has a Student Engagement and Wellbeing policy which is available to all 

parents to read and discuss if they wish (all policies are located on the school 

website).  Our Wellbeing policies are based on the clear communication of high 



 

Eildon Primary School  10 | P a g e 

 

expectations, the improvement of each childôs self-discipline and the encouragement 

of acceptable behaviour.  

The school has developed a school-wide approach to behaviour management.  This is 

based on the premise that teachers have a right to teach and that all children have a 

right to learn without being interrupted. 

Consequences for choosing to follow or disregard the agreed school rules are made 

known to all children.  The school endeavours to have a common approach in all 

classes, (including specialists) and in the school grounds. 

 

BICYCLES 

 

Children who ride bicycles are to wear a helmet and to leave their bikes in the Bike 

Shelter during school hours.  Bicycles may be ridden in the school grounds under 

teacher supervision in designated areas. 

 

BOOK CLUB 

 

Scholastic Book Club operates throughout the school.  It offers children and parents 

the opportunity to select and buy books at a cheaper than retail price.  Order forms, 

which are distributed regularly throughout the year, are graded into reading age levels, 

thus giving an indication of books suitable for each child.  

The school earns Reward Dollars on every order which enables us to receive free 

books for our library. 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB 

 

Every term we have a new supply of breakfast cereals and fruit delivered to school. 

There is always breakfast available at school each day. 

Once a month our Chaplain Peter Geldart cooks up free bacon & egg breakfast for the 

school community.  Parents are welcome to come along and join their children and 

school staff for breakfast. 

 

CAMPS 

All grade levels attend an annual school camp 

 

The Juniors (P-2) have an annual sleepover in December and grades 3-6 attend the 

annual school camp which cycles through the following sequence: Canberra, Beach, 

Outdoor Adventure and Urban.  

 

Children from Eildon Primary School also participate in the Somers Program for 

grade 5/6 which is a 10 day camp offered to schools in this area every 2 years. The 

Woorabinda Camp for grade 4/5 is held every alternate year to Somers. 

 

A copy of the Schoolôs Camping and Excursion Policy is available to all parents on 

our school website www.eildonps.vic.edu.au or you may contact the office. 

http://www.eildonps.vic.edu.au/
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CHAPLAINCY 

 

Our resident Chaplain, Peter Geldart, is present on Wednesday to support the whole 

school community. 

 

CHILD SAFETY 

 

School Council has approved a numbers of policies that relate to Child Safety.  These 

documents have been published on the school website.  We ask that you take the time 

to read the policies so that you are fully aware of the schoolôs commitment to Child 

Safety and the procedures our staff take to ensure the wellbeing of our students. 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACT DETAILS 

 

There is an emergency card file for each child in the school.  This enables contact 

with parents in case of illness or accident.  Parents are asked to ensure that any 

allergies or disabilities are listed on these cards with any necessary information.  

Parents are also asked to advise the school without delay of any changes in their 

address or telephone numbers or those of emergency contact people. 

 

ENROLMENT ELIGIBILITY 

 

Children who attain the age of 5 years by April 30 in a year, may commence school at 

the beginning of that year. 

 

EXCURSIONS 

 

Excursions are arranged during the year to enable children to have first-hand contact 

with a variety of experiences.  Care is taken to make sure that there are viable 

educational objectives for each excursion. 

Consideration is given with regard to the cost to parents.  Any family experiencing  

financial hardship may contact the School Office to arrange an appointment with the 

Principal.  Our policy is that no child shall miss out if it can be reasonably avoided. 

Parents can expect to be notified in writing in advance of any proposed excursion and 

should understand that no child can be taken on an excursion unless written 

permission and authority to take emergency action in case of illness or accident is 

received from that childôs parent or guardian prior to the excursion.  

 

FOUNDATION 
 

Foundation students do not attend school on Wednesdays until March. 

Please refer to the Newsletter for exact dates.           
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HEAD LICE 

 

All parents are encouraged to check their childrenôs hair regularly and to notify the 

school if they notice an infestation.  We ask parents to treat hair thoroughly before 

sending their child back to school. 

HOMEWORK 

 

Teachers will regularly set homework for the students to reinforce the learning that 

takes place in the classroom.  Homework provides the opportunity for children to 

develop good study habits, organisational skills and to become more responsible for 

their own learning.  Activities that take place after school hours enhance the school 

program.  Some examples are ï reading for pleasure, writing a shopping list, writing 

letters, keeping a diary, reading the local newspaper, shopping, counting money, 

watching quality television programs with the family and discussing them, planning 

family outings, being involved in community groups or completing projects around 

the house. 

In Grades 3/4/5/6 children will have a weekly homework task to complete.  The task 

will be set on Monday and collected at 9:00am on the following Friday.  

All children are expected to do some homework.  Eildon Primary School has a 

homework policy and a homework club.  Students attend homework club when their 

homework is incomplete. 

 

The Early Years ï Juniors and Middles  

Each night, children are given Take Home books to read at home.  These are changed 

daily except for longer books such as novels. 

Parents are asked to listen to their child read, ask them questions about the text and  

discuss the story.  Please write a comment and sign and date.  Praise your childôs 

attempt and remember to make the time enjoyable.  From time to time children will 

have some words to learn or an activity sheet to complete.  These will be in the Take 

Home Cover.  Children are responsible to ensure that the Take Home folder is 

returned to school the next day. 

Seniors 

The home reading routine continues with children selecting their own material.  

Parents can help here by encouraging a regular visit to the mobile library, borrowing 

from the school library, and making time available for reading. 

 

ILLNESS  

 

It is very important that current details of your address, telephone number and doctor 

are kept up to date.  This information should be provided immediately as illness or 

accident can occur at any time.  Whenever possible, parents will be contacted before 

medical attention is sought. 

Important:   If children are not well they should not be sent to school, as we have no 

facilities to care for them for extended periods.  The best place for a sick child is at 

home. 
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IMMUNISATION 

 

A School Entry Immunisation Certificate is a specific document which shows your 

childôs record of immunisation.  The certificate is an important record that will assist 

health authorities in protecting children in the event of a vaccine preventable disease 

occurrence in school. 

Please note that it is a legal requirement to provide a School Entry Immunisation 

Certificate on enrolment to Primary Schools in Victoria. 

There are now 2 ways parents can obtain a School Entry Immunisation Certificate: 

(1) Parents will automatically receive a history statement from the Australian 

Childhood Immunisation Register (ACIR) after your child has completed 

the 4-year-old vaccine schedule and has completed all childhood 

immunisations required.  On the bottom of the page it should state:  

ñThis child has received all vaccines required by 5 years of ageò.  If it 

does, this is now accepted as a School Entry Immunisation Certificate in 

Victoria. 

(2) Parents whose childôs immunisation records are incomplete, missing or 

your child has never been vaccinated; contact your local Council 

immunisation service who will be able to assist you in obtaining a School 

Entry Immunisation Certificate. 

For more information about how to obtain a School Entry Immunisation Certificate 

please contact your local Council immunisation service or visit 

https://www.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/immunisation under the heading 

óVaccination of infants and childrenô. 

https://www.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/immunisation
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (COMPUTERS) 

 

Information Technology is a growing learning component in our school.  There is a 

1:1 ratio of devices to students across the school i.e. computers, iPads and netbooks.    

All computers are networked and have Internet access.   

Each classroom has an Interactive White Board to further enhance the delivery of the 

curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 

 

All of our Grade 6 students participate in our leadership program.  This consists of 

taking on a leadership position, attending a Leadership Day and completing the 

Young Leaders in School e-learning program. 

 

LIBRARY 

 

The school has its own recently refurbished and well-maintained library.  Each class 

has a ½ hour library session each week where they learn to use the library as well as 

borrow and return books they have chosen.  The loan period for each book is two 

weeks. 
 

LOST PROPERTY 

 

Names are required on all books and clothing.   

A lost property bin is located at the school, but we encourage students to label and 

take care of their belongings. 

 

LUNCH BOXES 

 

Please ensure your child has a nutritious lunch box packed each day.  Try to avoid 

packaged, sugary and salty foods. 

 

 

 

 


